“Franchised New Car and Truck Dealers
Bright Future” Auto Tech Scholarship Program

Contact Information

Full Name: Will Smith

E-mail: yaughtus@gmail.com
Street: 920 Virginia st.

City: Bellingham

State: WA

Zip: 98225
County: Whatcom
Phone:
Mobile: 360-592-8710

Personal Information
Working:

Detailed Profile

Personal Statement (2000 | have chosen to pursue automotive technology because | genuinely enjoy solving problems,
words or less): improving systems, and helping people through practical work. | have always been drawn to fixing
and creating things, and the automotive field gives me the opportunity to build a long-term career
doing work that is meaningful to me. My goal is to become a skilled Ford technician and continue
growing within the dealership system.
I look forward to having a real career where | be proud of my work and earn a family supporting
wage.

My Talents and Gifts: | am great at "seeing" with my hands, | get a clear 3D image in my head when feeling things. I'm
also good at encouraging others and offering support.

Academic Information

Type of Student: Certificate program

College Location In Washington State
Preference:

School types: Public 2-year Community / Technical College

Academic Programs Undergraduate
being considered:

Enrollment Status: Full-time

College Currently Bellingham Technical College
Attending:

Interests
Fields of Study: Automotive Technology

Financial Information

Financial Challenge: | have been living with my girlfriend and roommate and have been independently funding my
education although my FAFSA funding didn’t reflect that due to being considered a dependent
because of my age. This fall | should get better FAFSA support as | will be 24 and legally
considered independent, but | have burned the majority of my savings this past year and don’t
have much funds to carry over into this year. | hope for your support to help me continue building
towards my goals while allowing me to keep contributing to my community around me.



Support Types: Support for Tuition, Support for Room and Board, Support for Books and Supplies, Support for
Transportation

Free or Reduced Lunch: Not Applicable

Additional Questions

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN - JUDGING CRITERIA:

Why do you want to be an automotive technician? = 50 points.
Answer the above question in no more than two pages.

o First and last name should appear on the page:

Essay included in attachments as " “Franchised New Car and Truck Dealers Bright Future” Auto
Tech Scholarship Application.pdf "
Please enjoy, | worked very hard on it.

Application Documents and Forms

William Smith Letter of Recommendation.pdf : From my program instructor Dan Beeson
Meeting with Ford Service Manager.pdf : Paragraph on my meeting with service manager

“Franchised New Car and Truck Dealers Bright Future” Auto Tech Scholarship Application.pdf :
About me and why | want to be a technician
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William Smith

My name is Will Smith and | am currently a student in the Automotive Technology
program at BTC. It's honestly a small miracle | made it into the program. | remember
making it into the college student services building and being the first person to enroll in
the program, passionately trying to explain to the student counselor that | wanted to
work on cars because | don't like cars. But, when it came time to secure class seats, |
had missed the first day of class selection and every single seat was full. Not only was
every seat full, but by the time | got an appointment to be waitlisted, | discovered that
both the official and the unofficial class waitlist were full. It was a few weeks later on a
late night after finishing the 2015 film “The Big Short “ | turned on my computer to drop
the out-of-reach automotive classes from my class selection cart. But one spot was
open? Now, that spot shouldn’t have been open first because of the waitlists, and
second because new students are not accepted after the first week of class is finished.
Due to a never seen before glitch in the system, | got in. | got all the required resources
together, dashed to class, and made sure my butt was in a seat before class started.

| started a week behind and only made it in by a stroke of luck, | had to give it my
all, | had to make it count. One of my biggest strengths has been “putting in the work”,
and it has absolutely paid off. Pardon my language here, but the first quarter of this
program | worked my absolute ass off. | studied like it was my job, practically like my life
depended on it and then | worked two 18 hour shifts on the weekends.

| believe that for a person to be successful it takes two things, opportunity and
hard work. This program has given me an opportunity, and | am not going to let myself
be the weak link in my success. So far | have pushed myself to exceed expectations
wherever possible, | have made it on the Dean’s list and am on track to graduate with
honors. In addition to working my previous job, for the past two months | have been
working as a technician at Bellingham Ford and while the work has been challenging
due to my limited experience, | have been able to stand out with accurate diagnosis,
swift repairs, and a professional attitude. Having the opportunity to challenge myself
with real-world industry work after class has complemented my education well.

Near the beginning of this essay | mentioned that | was interested in working in
the automotive industry because | dislike cars. | know it sounds weird, but | promise it
makes sense. After deciding to make me happen, both of my parents were kicked out of
highschool and have been working long hours for little pay since. As the oldest sibling,
throughout my childhood | had to share a portion of the household’s financial burden. |
have reliably held a job since | was 12. Due to financial responsibility being critical to
keeping food on the table in my childhood, as an independent adult | am very conscious
of where my money goes. Car ownership has so many costs that people see
individually but typically don't see as a whole, from maintenance, to gas, insurance,
excise tax, use tax, repairs, interest, and especially depreciation. It's not uncommon for
people to be spending 50% or more of their monthly budget on car and/or truck
ownership. | knew | didn’t want to be on the losing end of that equation. For years now |



William Smith

have gotten by with only a motorcycle, a bicycle and a bus pass. The next step for me is
to either make transportation more affordable for others or make a lot of money from all
that car spending, ideally both.

For now, my goal is to graduate from my program and someday earn the title of
master tech. | want to be a technician because | crave the difficult, but achievable
challenge of a tricky diag. Every day | spend fixing cars | get to go home tired, but
fulfilled. There’s something about finishing a job where everything was apart, then after
a few hours of focus work and struggle, getting to see it together and running. Every day
| spend fixing cars | get to go home tired and fulfilled. | like being able to work with my
hands, keeping moving and having real work to do with my hands gets me into an
enjoyable flow state where | can think clearly. | love how as a technician every day has
me using my mind, following systems and making connections between symptoms and
failure points, or just figuring out how things go together. My interest in this industry has
nothing to do with liking cars and everything to do with enjoying the work itself, it just
feels like | was made to do this. Having a valuable skill that | can pour my hard work and
passion into is very fulfilling. I'd like to have a career that rewards me for putting in the
work and it looks to me like being an automotive technician can provide that for me.



William Smith

I met with the service manager of Bellingham Ford, Jason Turell. His phone number is
(360)739-8291 and his Email is jasont@bellinghamford.com. Jason and | talked about positions
at the dealership and what it’s like for new Technicians and college interns to work in the
Bellingham Ford service department. Jason’s philosophy on college interns and graduates is
that instead of working primarily as lube techs, there is more value in assigning them
complicated and challenging jobs under the supervision of a mentor. | like Jason’s approach, as
someone who likes to grow skills and grow as a person through overcoming challenges.

On the first meeting, Jason said that due to relatively low turnover, Ford would not be
hiring technicians for a while. | have had more meetings with Jason since, and am now
employed at Bellingham Ford.
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5/22/2026

Bellingham
TECHNICAL
COLLEGE

Scholarship Selection Committee,

| am pleased to recommend William Smith for scholarship consideration. William has been a student in
the Automotive Technology program since September 2025, and from the very beginning he impressed
me as a sincere, dedicated, and highly motivated individual.

William’s sincerity was evident from day one. He approaches his education with seriousness and
professionalism, consistently putting forth 100% effort in both classroom and hands-on learning
environments. His commitment to excellence is reflected in the quality of his work and his willingness to
take on challenges with enthusiasm and determination.

In addition to being an exceptional student, William is a supportive and dependable team member. He
actively participates in group-based activities, encourages his classmates, and contributes positively to
the learning environment. His strong interpersonal skills and friendly personality are immediately
apparent to everyone he works with.

William has also demonstrated a high level of self-motivation and responsibility by successfully
balancing the demands of college with his work and personal responsibilities. He is always eager to
tackle the next challenge and is routinely among the last students to leave the building after a long day,
fully dedicated to making the most of every learning opportunity.

William is truly an asset to our classroom and program, and | look forward to seeing all that he
accomplishes in the future. | strongly recommend him for any scholarship opportunities for which he
may be eligible.

Sincerely,

Do B

Dan Beeson

Automotive Technology
Bellingham Technical College
3028 Lindbergh Ave.
Bellingham, WA 98225
dbeeson@btc.edu
360.752.8403
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