2026 Washington State Auto Dealers Association
Franchised New Car & Truck Dealers Bright Future Scholarship Program
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Is the applicant or an immediate family member currently employed by a WSADA-member dealership?
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If yes, list Dealership Name City
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For applicants planning to enroll in a Washington State automotive technician program:
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For applicants currentlv enrolled in a Washington State automotive technician program:

Name of School and Auto Tech Program

School Address

City Zip Code

Instructor / Advisor

Email Address School Phone

Please provide contact info for the franchised new car and truck dealership visited and the employee with whom the
visit occurred (WSADA will verify for finalists):
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How Did You Hear About This Scholarship?

Dealership Advertisement, In-Store Promotion or Newsletter, or Employee

Dealership Name:

Program Instructor or Advisor

& High School Teacher or Counselor
College Planning Network website
College Planning Network Workshop

Newspaper Article

Other (please describe)

College Information

Please list the colleges/universities/technical programs the applicant has applied or been accepted to for the coming
academic year, if any:
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Information and Release

e By accepting a prize, the winner grants WSADA the right to edit, publish, copy, display and otherwise use
their entries in connection with the program, and to further use their names, likenesses, and biographical
information in advertising and promotional materials, without further compensation or permission.

e Cash substitution, transfer or assignment of scholarship is not aliowed.

e All expenses including taxes (if any) on receipt and use of scholarship are the sole responsibility of the
winner.

e By participating in the program and/or accepting a scholarship, the applicant agrees to release the
Washington State Auto Dealers Association and any other affiliated companies from any liability, injury,
damages, cost, or expense, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or connected to participation
in the program or the acceptance, possession, or use of any scholarship.



Application Certification (MUST BE SIGNED)

Automoaotive Technician Scholarship Applicant:

| pledge that | am currently enrolled in or in the process of enrolling in an eligible Washington State Automotive
Technology Program and that this entry is my own work.

| agree to abide by all guidelines and requirements of the Washington State Auto Dealers Association “Franchised
New Car and Truck Dealers Bright Future” Scholarship Program, and | have read, understand, and agree with the

information in this packet, including Enfzrmgon and Release.
Applicant’s Signatu Date E/Z?/Zé

Guardian Certification for applicants under the age of 18:

I have read and reviewed the rules of the program and give permission for my child to participate in the program. |
understand my child agrees to provide their personal information and that it will not be shared with any third parties
for any reason. To the best of my knowledge, the entry is my child’s own original work and | understand all entries
may be reproduced, in whole or in part, in newsletters, or other publications by the judges. | understand the judges’
decision is final and | agree to hold harmless and defend the Washington State Auto Dealers Association and the
program judges against any and all claims of any nature whatsoever, including, but not limited to, claims of copyright
infringement, by any party whatsoever, arising out of or in any way related to the submission of the entry in the
program. | have read, understand, and agree with the information in this packet, including the Information and
Release.

Parent / Guardian’s Signature Date




“Franchised New Car and Truck Dealers
Bright Future” Auto Tech Scholarship Program

Contact Information

Full Name: Caden H Schulz
E-mail: cdnschulz@gmail.com
Street: 2402 N Levi St

City: Kennewick
State: WA

Zip: 99338
Phone:
Mobile: 509-595-9103

Personal Information

Working: Yes. | mow lawns and complete outdoor projects, including yard maintenance and landscaping
tasks. | have worked for American Pool and Spa where | tested pool water, added the proper
chemicals to maintain safe water conditions, and cleaned pools.

Detailed Profile

Personal Statement (2000 Growing up, | spent most of my time building and creating things with scrap wood, tools, and
words or less): recycled materials. While my siblings enjoyed books and traditional school activities, | was drawn
to working with my hands and understanding how things worked. Because | struggled in regular
classroom settings, | often felt different and believed | was not smart. That changed during my
junior year when | discovered welding and automotive classes. For the first time, | felt confident
and successful in school. | realized | had a talent for working with engines, metal, and hands-on
projects.

Outside of school, | developed a strong work ethic through mowing lawns, completing outdoor
projects, and working for American Pool and Spa testing pool chemicals and cleaning pools. These
jobs taught me responsibility, attention to detail, and independence.

Sports have also shaped me. | played varsity basketball and helped my team win the state
championship this year, which taught me teamwork, discipline, and perseverance. | also excelled
in throwing events in track and field.

Through trades, sports, and hands-on work, | learned that intelligence comes in many forms. | now
understand that my ability to build, fix, and create is a strength that has given me confidence,
purpose, and direction for my future.

My Talents and Gifts: Hardworking, dependable, mechanically skilled, and motivated to learn while helping others
through strong teamwork and responsibility.

Academic Information

Type of Student: High School Senior

College Location In Washington State
Preference:

Colleges being Spokane Community College
Considered:

School types: Public 2-year Community / Technical College

Academic Programs Undergraduate
being considered:

Enrollment Status: Full-time



Interests
Fields of Study: Automotive Technology, Diesel Technology

Financial Information

Financial Challenge: | am seeking financial assistance for school because my family is facing significant financial strain
with four children attending college at the same time next year. Supporting tuition, books, housing,
and other educational expenses for me and my three siblings has created a financial hardship for
my family. Any financial support would greatly help lessen this burden and allow me to continue
focusing on my education and future goals.

Support Types: Support for Tuition, Support for Room and Board, Support for Books and Supplies
Free or Reduced Lunch: Not Applicable

Additional Questions

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN - JUDGING CRITERIA:

Why do you want to be an automotive technician? = 50 points.
Answer the above question in no more than two pages.

o First and last name should appear on the page:

Caden Schulz

Pursuing a career as an automotive technician interests me because | enjoy working with my
hands, solving problems, and learning how things work. Cars and trucks are an important part of
everyday life, and | find it exciting to understand the systems that keep vehicles running safely and
efficiently. Becoming an automotive technician would allow me to turn my interest in vehicles into a
career where | can help people while continuing to learn new skills.

One reason | am interested in this career is because automotive technology is always changing.
Modern vehicles use advanced computers, electrical systems, and diagnostic tools that require
technicians to think critically and adapt to new technology. | enjoy challenges and problem-solving,
so | believe this career would keep me engaged and motivated. | like diagnosing issues, finding
solutions, and seeing the results when a vehicle is repaired correctly.

Another reason | want to become an automotive technician is because of the opportunities the field
provides. Skilled technicians are needed everywhere, and this career offers stability and room for
growth. With hard work and training, | could specialize in areas such as diesel engines. |
appreciate that this career combines technical knowledge with hands-on experience, allowing me
to continuously improve my abilities.

| am also interested in this profession because | enjoy helping others. Reliable transportation is
important for most everyone. Automotive technicians play a major role in keeping people safe on
the road by maintaining and repairing vehicles properly. Knowing that my work could make a
difference in someone’s daily life is meaningful to me. | would take pride in being dependable,
honest, and skilled in my work.

In addition, | believe | have qualities that would help me succeed as an automotive technician. | am
willing to work hard, pay attention to detail, and stay patient when solving problems. | understand
that becoming successful in this field requires dedication, training, and continuous learning. | am
prepared to put in the effort needed to gain the skills and experience necessary to become a
knowledgeable and trusted technician.

Overall, pursuing a career as an automotive technician is appealing to me because it combines my
interests, strengths, and future goals. | am excited about the chance to work in a hands-on
environment, solve complex problems, and contribute to keeping vehicles safe and reliable. |

believe this career would provide me with both personal satisfaction and professional
opportunities, and | look forward to continuing my education and training in the automotive field.

Application Documents and Forms

Pursuring a Career in Automotive Scholarship Essay.pdf : Why | want to be an automotive
technician.

Why work for a Franchise Dealership Statement.pdf : Dealership Visit

scan_angel.gutierrez_2026-05-08-11-44-03.pdf : Letter of Recommendation from Auto Teacher



Schulz-WSADA.pdf : Application

TheWashBoard.org is a free web-based tool for Washington students seeking college scholarships. We make scholarship searching simple.
Create a profile and review your scholarship matches. Register Today at the\WWashBoard.org

Copyright ©2026 Washington Scholarship Coalition. All rights reserved.



Caden Schulz

Pursuing a career as an automotive technician interests me because I enjoy working with
my hands, solving problems, and learning how things work. Cars and trucks are an important
part of everyday life, and I find it exciting to understand the systems that keep vehicles running
safely and efficiently. Becoming an automotive technician would allow me to turn my interest in

vehicles into a career where I can help people while continuing to learn new skills.

One reason I am interested in this career is because automotive technology is always
changing. Modern vehicles use advanced computers, electrical systems, and diagnostic tools that
require technicians to think critically and adapt to new technology. I enjoy challenges and
problem-solving, so I believe this career would keep me engaged and motivated. I like

diagnosing issues, finding solutions, and seeing the results when a vehicle is repaired correctly.

Another reason [ want to become an automotive technician is because of the
opportunities the field provides. Skilled technicians are needed everywhere, and this career offers
stability and room for growth. With hard work and training, I could specialize in areas such as
diesel engines. I appreciate that this career combines technical knowledge with hands-on

experience, allowing me to continuously improve my abilities.

I am also interested in this profession because I enjoy helping others. Reliable
transportation is important for most everyone. Automotive technicians play a major role in
keeping people safe on the road by maintaining and repairing vehicles properly. Knowing that
my work could make a difference in someone’s daily life is meaningful to me. I would take pride

in being dependable, honest, and skilled in my work.



Caden Schulz

In addition, I believe I have qualities that would help me succeed as an automotive
technician. I am willing to work hard, pay attention to detail, and stay patient when solving
problems. I understand that becoming successful in this field requires dedication, training, and
continuous learning. I am prepared to put in the effort needed to gain the skills and experience

necessary to become a knowledgeable and trusted technician.

Overall, pursuing a career as an automotive technician is appealing to me because it
combines my interests, strengths, and future goals. I am excited about the chance to work in a
hands-on environment, solve complex problems, and contribute to keeping vehicles safe and
reliable. I believe this career would provide me with both personal satisfaction and professional

opportunities, and I look forward to continuing my education and training in the automotive

field.



Caden Schulz

Raul Sanchez
Assistant Service Manager at Toyota of Tri-Cities

509-736-9900

I spoke with Raul Sanchez, the Assistant Service Manager at Toyota of Tri-Cities
(509-736-9900), to learn more about why working at a franchised new car and truck dealership
would be a good career choice after completing automotive training. Raul has 26 years of
experience in the automotive industry. He explained that he first worked in rental cars before
transitioning into dealership service management, which gave him experience in different areas

of the industry and helped him grow professionally.

During our conversation, Raul shared that Toyota is known for producing reliable and
dependable vehicles while continuing to stay updated with new technology and products. He
explained that working at a franchised dealership like Toyota allows technicians to receive
ongoing training and stay current with the newest automotive technology, tools, and repair
systems. Raul also described the dealership as a consistent and positive work environment where
employees can continue learning and building their careers with mobility within. After speaking
with him, I better understood the benefits of working for a franchised dealership and how it can

provide long-term opportunities for growth and success in the automotive field.



930 Long Avenue Richland, WA 99352 (509) 967-6535 FAX (509) 942-2512

To Whom [t May Concern,

| am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for my student, Caden Schulz who is applying
for your scholarship program. | have had the opportunity to work with him in my Automotive
Technology shop class these past two years, where he has consistently stood out for both his
academic ability and his dedication to learning.

From early in the course, he demonstrated an impressive ability to grasp automotive concepts
quickly. Not only does he learn new material at a fast pace, but he also shows a deep
understanding of the underlying theory behind the systems we study. Whether we are covering
diagnostics, mechanical systems, or the principles that guide modern vehicle technology, he
approaches the work with curiosity and a strong desire to fully understand how and why things
work. This level of engagement is something | see in only a small number of students each year.

In addition to his success in the classroom and shop, he is also a committed athlete. Balancing
athletics with academics can be challenging, but he has handled this responsibility with maturity
and discipline. Despite the demands of practice and competitions, he has maintained strong
grades and remained focused on his learning. His ability to manage his time and stay motivated
reflects a strong work ethic and determination that will serve him well in the future.

Beyond his academic strengths, he is respectful, dependable, and contributes positively to the
class environment. He is the kind of student who takes initiative, asks thoughtful questions, and is
willing to help others understand difficult concepts. These qualities make him not only a strong
student but also a valuable member of our program.

| strongly recommend him for your scholarship. [ am confident that he will continue to work hard,
succeed in his goals, and represent your program well. If you have any questions or would like
additional information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

. I N
Angel Gutierrez

Automotive Technology Instructor Richland High School

Angel.gutierrez@rsd.edu
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