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Information and Release

e By accepting a prize, the winner grants WSADA the right to edit, publish, copy, display and otherwise use
their entries in connection with the program, and to further use their names, likenesses, and biographical
information in advertising and promotional materials, without further compensation or permission.

e Cash substitution, transfer or assignment of scholarship is not allowed.

e All expenses including taxes {if any) on receipt and use of scholarship are the sole responsibility of the
winner.

e By participating in the program and/or accepting a scholarship, the applicant agrees to release the
Washington State Auto Dealers Association and any other affiliated companies from any liability, injury,
damages, cost, or expense, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or connected to participation
in the program or the acceptance, possession, or use of any scholarship.



Application Certification (MUST BE SIGNED)

Automotive Technician Scholarship Applicant:

| pledge that | am currently enrolled in or in the process of enrolling in an eligible Washington State Automotive
Technology Program and that this entry is my own work.

| agree to abide by all guidelines and requirements of the Washington State Auto Dealers Association “Franchised
New Car and Truck Dealers Bright Future” Scholarship Program, and | have read, understand, and agree with the
information in this packet, including the lnfgrmatlonen Release.
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Applicant’s Signature lﬂ“"/ ; /l“"‘" Date "5*“;:’ \\r_ ASYAY:

Guardian Certification for applicants under the age of 18:

I have read and reviewed the rules of the program and give permission for my child to participate in the program. |
understand my child agrees to provide their personal information and that it will not be shared with any third parties
for any reason. To the best of my knowledge, the entry is my child’s own original work and | understand all entries
may be reproduced, in whole or in part, in newsletters, or other publications by the judges. | understand the judges’
decision is final and | agree to hold harmless and defend the Washington State Auto Dealers Association and the
program judges against any and all claims of any nature whatsoever, including, but not limited to, claims of copyright
infringement, by any party whatsoever, arising out of or in any way related to the submission of the entry in the
program. | have read, understand, and agree with the information in this packet, including the Information and
Release.

Parent / Guardian’s Signature Date




Zachary Piker

When my parents were younger, they were trying to find a new vehicle for the new
family that they had just begun. Our Chrysler van had stopped working after only about 4 years
of use, and they wanted something safe and reliable for their young children. My dad was always
the kind of guy to spend hours researching products to make absolutely sure that whatever he
was about to buy would be money-well-spent. It was always the worst for car shopping. It meant
weeks and weeks spent out in the hot lowa sun visiting dealerships and chatting for hours about
people we would never see again. One day, amid his usual research, he had come across a video
comparing various car models in a simulated 60mph crash. One of the cars they had used was a
2007 Toyota Matrix; a simple little car, 4 cylinder engine but built like a tank. I remember, he
had been so excited to show us that video, we watched it at least 5 times and he slowed it down
so we could see every detail. Compared to other cars: Hondas, Chevys, even other Toyotas, the
dummy appeared from the ashes with only minor damage. “That’s it, that’s the one”, he said.
That car is still working today, coming up on about 300,000 miles, and after only a handful of

service visits.

Today more than ever, with public trust seemingly at its lowest, reliability is a trait whose
importance cannot be overstated. That car has been nothing short of completely and totally
reliable since the day we got it. It took my family back and forth across the country ever time it
was asked, and it has never had a problem standing up to extreme weather, slight abuse by
teenage kids, and all of life’s daily needs. Since then, me and my partner have inherited a 2009
Rav 4, it has proven just as good thus far, with around 75,000 miles on it, and with its bigger V6
is great for the hills of Seattle. I am thankful for it every day, it takes me to work, brings us
groceries, and many more. We would never have been able to afford it ourselves, not with our

post-university finances.

But just as important as a reliable car is a reliable technician. Someone you can trust to

take care of whatever you need to stay safe on the road.

I always liked tools. When I was very little, my dad got me a plastic tool kit to play with,
and when I was older I helped him with projects in the garage. Most of what we did was
woodworking, and mostly I was just some extra weight to hold down the board while he made

the cut, but I enjoyed it either way. My favorite movie when [ was young was Cars, the first one



Zachary Piker

not the mediocre second one. I would always watch it on the way to my Grandma’s house in
Eastern Iowa. It was almost exactly the perfect length so that if it started when we pulled out of
the driveway, it would end as we were pulling up to her old house. It wasn’t until I was older that
I understood the real purpose of the movie, to slow down and enjoy where you’re at once in a
while. I liked it because of the tools they used, and a little because Mater talked funny. Every
time there was a pit stop in the race or there was a fix in Guido and Luigi’s shop I paused the
movie to look at the kinds of things they were using to make the repairs. Everything was so
polished and functioned perfectly, that was the draw for me. In college I worked on a project
with the College of Engineering at the University of lowa. The coolest parts of that year were the
times that I got to go into the lab and actually handle the sensor I was working on, using the
tools, messing with the components, and of course seeing the result of my efforts, everything

work together to give an output, and make a physical change in the world.

Over the next few years I would like to attend and graduate from the T-TEN program. I
want to get as many ASE certifications as I can to prove to the world that I know what I'm
talking about, and I want to learn as much as I can in the process. I know there will be some long
days and some hard ones too but it’s all part of the process of leaming, and I believe that

attending this program is a great investment in my future.

I got lucky with my undergraduate degree. I got enough scholarships to cover almost all
of the cost of attendance, and my parents helped pay the rest. But I’'m not going to have that this
time around. The $3000 from this Scholarship would go a long way in helping me pay tuition for
the T-TEN program. I know that the program is not meant to be expensive, but it is still a lot of

money for me right now, and this money would really help.

At the end of the day, when I think of safety and reliability I picture the Toyota logo and
that old Toyota Matrix, and I could find a lifetime of fulfillment in being that old reliable tech
down at the local Toyota dealership.



Melissa Miller

—
From: Zach Piker <zacharypiker@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2026 5:24 PM
To: Melissa Miller
Subject: Fwd: WSADA letter of recommendation
Attachments: Letter of recommendation for Zachary Piker.docx

|E You don't often get email from zacharypiker@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

---------- Forwarded message ~--------

From: Raphael Smither <rsmither@shoreline.edu>

Date: Wed, May 6, 2026 at 10:18

Subject: WSADA letter of recommendation

To: ZacharyPiker@gmail.com <ZacharyPiker@gmail.com>

Hey Zach,

Congratulations, | hear you started orientation at Toyota of Seattle already!

| attached a letter of recommendation for you to apply to the WSADA scholarship.
Good luck!

Raphael Smither

T-TEN Instructor

Shoreline Community College
rsmither@shoreline.edu



Letter of Recommendation for Zachary Piker WSADA Scholarship

| am writing this letter recommending Zachary Piker for the WSADA Scholarship. | met
Zachary when he came to learn more about our program. He told me about his past
education in physics, and how he wanted to transition to a hands-on industry. He told me
about his fascination with cars and how excited he was to start getting his hands dirty in an
engine bay. | believe his previous education will greatly help him excel in this industry.
Understanding the physical relationships between the various parts in a vehicle, as well as
electrical knowledge, is extremely important in becoming a good diagnostic technician.

After meeting with me and talking about our T-TEN program that requires
employment prior to enrollment, Zach went out and applied to Toyota of Seattle that same
day. He has since gone through the interview process and already secured his job at the
dealership. Talking to the manager at Toyota who hired him, they were very excited to get
him and started and could tell that he is a very bright person, dedicated, and ready to start
on their path to becoming a Toyota Master Diagnostic technician.

Zachary has shown a drive to learn more about what he is passionate about, with
both his previous degree in physics and enrolling in our rigorous automotive program. He
has also shown this drive by how fast he has applied and gotten employment after meeting
with me. Itis clear he takes his future and education very seriously and is putting in the
work needed to reach his goals.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach me at
rsmither@shoreline.edu!

Raphael Smither
T-TEN Instructor

Shoreline Community College



