2026 Washington State Auto Dealers Association
Franchised New Car & Truck Dealers Bright Future Scholarship Program

Student Information / Release Form

Student Name Diego Mendez

If under 18, Parent/Guardian Name(s)
Home Address_ 4318 148th St SW

City_ Lynnwood Zip Code_98087
Home Phone_(425)-215-5350 Cell Phone (425)-215-5350

Email Address_ diego.mendez0327@gmail.com

Is the applicant or an immediate family member currently employed by a WSADA-member dealership?
X Yes No

If yes, list Dealership Name _Toyota of Seattle City _Seattle
Employee Name Diego Mendez Dealership Position __Technician

For applicants planning to enroll in a Washington State automotive technician program:

Current School Name

School Address,

City Zip Code

Teacher / Advisor

Email Address School Phone

For applicants currently enrolled in a Washington State automotive technician program:

Name of School and Auto Tech Program _Shoreline Community College, ToyotaT-Ten
School Address 16101 Greenwood Ave N

City_Shoreline Zip Code 98133
Instructor / Advisor__Raphael Smither
Email Address Rsmither@shoreline.edu School Phone

Please provide contact info for the franchised new car and truck dealership visited and the employee with whom the
visit occurred (WSADA will verify for finalists):

Name of Dealership

Name of Service Manager, Advisor or Technician




ervice Manager, isor or Technician’s email address
S M r, Advi Tech 's il add

Service Manager, Advisor or Technician’s phone

How Did You Hear About This Scholarship?

X

Dealership Advertisement, In-Store Promotion or Newsletter, or Employee

Dealership Name:__Toyota of Seattle

Program Instructor or Advisor

High School Teacher or Counselor
College Planning Network website
College Planning Network Workshop

Newspaper Article

Other (please describe)

College Information

Please list the colleges/universities/technical programs the applicant has applied or been accepted to for the coming
academic year, if any:

Shoreline Community College/Toyota T-Ten Program

Information and Release

By accepting a prize, the winner grants WSADA the right to edit, publish, copy, display and otherwise use
their entries in connection with the program, and to further use their names, likenesses, and biographical
information in advertising and promotional materials, without further compensation or permission.

Cash substitution, transfer or assignment of scholarship is not allowed.

All expenses including taxes (if any) on receipt and use of scholarship are the sole responsibility of the
winner.

By participating in the program and/or accepting a scholarship, the applicant agrees to release the
Washington State Auto Dealers Association and any other affiliated companies from any liability, injury,
damages, cost, or expense, including reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or connected to participation
in the program or the acceptance, possession, or use of any scholarship.



Application Certification (MUST BE SIGNED)

Automotive Technician Scholarship Applicant:

| pledge that | am currently enrolled in or in the process of enrolling in an eligible Washington State Automotive
Technology Program and that this entry is my own work.

1 agree to abide by all guidelines and requirements of the Washington State Auto Dealers Association “Franchised
New Car and Truck Dealers Bright Future” Scholarship Program, and | have read, understand, and agree with the
information in this packet, including the Information and Release.

Applicant’s Signature_Diego Mendez Date_4/30/26

Guardian Certification for applicants under the age of 18:

| have read and reviewed the rules of the program and give permission for my child to participate in the program. |
understand my child agrees to provide their personal information and that it will not be shared with any third parties
for any reason. To the best of my knowledge, the entry is my child’s own original work and | understand all entries
may be reproduced, in whole or in part, in newsletters, or other publications by the judges. | understand the judges’
decision is final and | agree to hold harmless and defend the Washington State Auto Dealers Association and the
program judges against any and all claims of any nature whatsoever, including, but not limited to, claims of copyright
infringement, by any party whatsoever, arising out of or in any way related to the submission of the entry in the
program. | have read, understand, and agree with the information in this packet, including the Information and
Release.

Parent / Guardian’s Signature Date




Toyota of Seattle

Diego Mendez
Why | want to be a technician:

There have been a few things that have inspired and motivated me to pursue being
an automotive technician. From learning the basics of how cars function in my high school
automotive class, To performing and learning from major repairs while working at a Toyota
dealership during my internship quarters in my automotive program. And still wanting to
learn more and continue gaining experience as | advance in my career as an automotive
technician.

One of the events that really sparked the interest for wanting to pursue a career as
an automotive technician was in the early years of my high school journey. | had several
options for different electives during my sophomore year. My high school was the only
school in the area that offered an automotive program and at the time | knew nothing about
cars, how they functioned, and even less of an idea of how to work on them. | took a shot in
the dark and joined the program unaware of what would come. In my firstyear, | learned a
lot of the basics of automotive technology and repair, from mounting and balancing tires, to
performing basic brake repair jobs. And from there it only made me want to understand
even more how cars worked and to take on bigger hurdles in repair. This led to me further
progressing in the automotive program up until my final year of high school where | ended
with rebuilding engines, to building a hot rod kit car based off a Ford Model T. Being a part of
this automotive program also opened many doors to where | could further grow in different
areas of specialty as an automotive technician. Which was where | chose to enroll in the
Toyota T-Ten Program.

After learning about the opportunities and what the Toyota T-Ten program had to
offer, | knew it was the program | wanted to be a part of. | joined the program and began
working at a Toyota dealership as an express technician. This program has so far taken me
through in-depth labs and lectures in electrical repair and diagnostics, engine repair and
performance, brake repair and suspension and steering. Everything that | have learned and
experienced hasn’t always been quite a walk in the park, and there have been times of
frustration and confusion from the challenges I've faced both in the classroom and while
applying it during my internship while working at the dealership. Even so, after overcoming
the frustration and confusion, | feel accomplished after resolving the issues | had
encountered, and | feel my experience as a technician grow and it only makes me want to
continue with this program and continue to learn and struggle as a technician.

PO Box 84808 | Seattle, WA 98124
1925 Airport Way S | Seattle, WA 98134
206.382.4300 | www.toyotaofseattle.com



Diego Mendez

I’ve also been inspired and motivated by the Master Diagnostic Technician’s | work
with who provide me with guidance on how to tackle repairs the smoothest way possible
while also performing an exemplary repair. To enlighten me into thinking in a different way
when it comes to performing diagnostics and what steps to take for the best and most
accurate diagnosis. From seeing how they perform repairs and diagnostics with their all
their experience in the most efficient manner inspires me to want to learn and face hurdles
more to one day have that level of experience and efficiency.

Pursuing a career as an automotive technician would let me turn these early hands-
on experiences of everything | have learned in the past in high school, to what I’ve learned
and experienced so far in my program and internship. To everything I’ve learned from the
Master Technicians guiding me through the early stages of my career from their
experiences and past struggles. And what | have yet to learn and experience into a lifelong
career. Where | strive to one day become a master diagnostic technician after graduating
from my program.

Visit a WSADA member dealer — Toyota of Seattle

| was hired by Toyota of Seattle on October 28, 2024. | am currently enrolled at Shoreline
Community College in the T-Ten Program. My mentor is Josh Harrington, also a T-Ten
graduate.



Letter of Recommendation for Diego Mendez

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this letter of recommendation in support of Diego Mendez for the
WSADA scholarship. | met Diego when he came to me interested in the T-TEN program. He
had previous high school experience in automotive and was looking to turn thatinto a
career. He took his career path seriously and obtained a job at Toyota of Seattle. This
altowed him to enter the T-TEN program and pursue a career as a Toyota technician. Diego
now is a year and half into the program and is excelling. His growth has been tremendous
both in the classroom and at work. He has been taking and passing ASE certification tests
after every unit, and plans to graduate as an ASE master technician.

Part of my job as a T-TEN instructor is to visit students at their workplace and meet
with the students, their managers, and their mentors. Every time 1 visit Toyota of Seattle, his
mentor and manager have nothing but great things to say about him. When | see him at
work, it is clear he knows how to hustle. Moving with both a sense of urgency, but also with
care and precision. Traits necessary to succeed in this line of work. His work ethic is
prevalent in both his studies and at work. Diego is truly on the path to becoming a Toyota
Master Diagnostic Technician. | fully support Diego as his drive to pursue excellence in this
field will take him as far as he wants to go.

Please feel free to contact me if you require any additional information,

Sincerely,

Raphael Smither
Automotive/ T-TEN Instructor
Shoreline College

rsmither@shoreline.edu



